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Los Angelss County offt-
cials Tuesday ananimously
ealled for stricter penalties
for men who seek out under-
.age prostitutes, urging state
lawmakers to reguire that
“iohns” who pay to have sex
with children face felony
rather than rnisdemeanor
- charges, he requlred to reg-
ister az sex offenders and
pay higher fines.
Currently, “the adwis are

13
C@mty%@ s%@ug

essentially given a-slap on
thewrist by sending them to
something called  ‘iohn
school,’ ” Board of Supervi-
sors Chailrman Mark Bidley-
Thomas said after he pro-
possd  the  resolution.
“That's just ridiculous, and
it's high tlime we treat the
adults as what they are
predators engaging in be-
havior that s morally repug-
nant.”

Ridley-Thomas, who
apongored the resclution
along with Supervisor Don

Enabe, said three stote law-
makers have offered tole co-
authors,

The effort comes as
county officials are increas-
ingly focused on child-sex
traflickdng. Phups prey on
younggirls, often with tiegto
the foster-care system, and
canmakesixfiguresinayear
from g small stable of girls,
who are sold on the streets
or over the Internet. Inparts
of Los Angeles County,

gangs have turned fo child
of

prostitution  instead

o
“Tms
her [dws dgainst johns’ to reduce demand

drugs because they face less
serutiny from law enforce-
ment and can repeatedly
malke money off the givls, as
young as 10, compared with
drugs, which they can only
seil once, according to offt-
cials.

*What we're seeing, much
like narcoties back in the
late 705, eariy 808, we're see-
ing the proliferation of sex
frafficking being put forth
by the gangs,” sald Long

Beach Police Chiel Jim
[Bee Trafficking, AAR]

WED G417
[Trafficking, from AAL]
MeDonnell.

Previous attempts fo
fight child-sex trafficking
have focused on the ghtls —
treating them as victims
rather than eriminals — and
their pimps. Going alter the
customers i an attempt o
reduce demand,

“Ifwe cop’t stop demand,
nothing changes,” said Mi-
chelle Guymon, whe runs 4
gex trafficking unit for the
county Probation Depart-
ment.

Tossica Midkiff, 28, is a
survivor of child-gex iraf-
ficking and said that it was
erucial for the pubile to real-
ize that it is not a victimless
‘prime, and that there

needed to be greater conse-
guences for the men who
lgok for underage prosti-
tutes.

“When I was being vie-

Child-sex ‘johns’ are targete:
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timized by traffickers, there
was never g shortage of sex
puyers ready to purchase
me,” she testified at the
hearing.

“The sex DUyers ap-
peared very unconcerned
with being caught or any
consequences whatsoever.
Theindividuals Isaw getting
arrested most oftén were
other victims like me.”

Los Angeles County Dist.
Atty. Jackie Lacey success-
mily urged tbe board to

' geema mehta@latimes.com

adopt an amendment that
thelegisiationnot allowmen |
to claim they did not know a.
progiifute’sageasa defense.
She said the proposal repre-
sents the current shift in
how law enforcement treats
underage prostifutes.

“This motion represents
achange in ourview of whois
the true victim of this crime
and who are the true erimi-
nals,” she said.
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Long Beach's new Gov. George Deukmejian Courthouse is previewed Tuesday beforg it opens to the public on Sept. 8. The
new courthouse will have 31 courtrooms and improved security features over the existing court facility cne dlock away,

Officials show off expansive glass and iron structure
that will replace one of the worst buildings in the state

Br Beatriz E, Valenzuels
beatriv.valenzueloni@®
PESSTCIREr R COM

@BPTBeatriz on Tuwitter

Morning lines ‘stretch-
ing arcund the corner from
Ocean Boulevard to Magnolia
Avenue vutside Long Beach
Buperior Court — described
ag one of the worst buildings
in the state — will he a thing
of the past in less than two
weeks, when the new Gow.
George Deukmejian Court-
heuse opens nearby.

Members of the media and
other officials were given an
early glimpse Tuesday of
the gleaming and expansive
525,000 -square-foot glass
and iron huilding that boasts
31 courtrooms, updated tech-
nological features and better
security procedures.

“Tdidmake apetofoneofthe
rats,” Assistant Supervising
Judge Michael Vicencia joked
when asked if he would miss
anything about the old building.

He made the comment
while standing in one of the

jury selection rovms of the
nesw biilding, which sits on €
acres of land af 275 Magnolia
Avenue, one block north of the
eurrent courthouse. I isset io
open to the public on SBept. &

“The old courthouse ser-
viced the pubic for the last 50
vears, and we have known we
nseded a new courthouse since
the 1890s,” said Vicencia.

The final plans for the new
huilding were approved in late
2010 when the city of Long
Beach agreed to a unigue land
swap, officials said.

Tha old lecation, at 320,300
sguare feef, 18 mich too small
to accominodaie the 5,000
people who come through the
courthouse on a dally basis, Su-
pervising Judge James Otto
gaid during the tour, -

The existing location re-
ceived very low marks from
veviewers online, including
one man who warned: “Plan
to spend at least three hours
even if just paying a fine. It's
Hkea Wal-Mart Black Friday
everyday, Horribly outdated

COURT » PAGE 4
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Tortured boy's far

sue Los Angeles County

By Kelly Goff
kelly.goff@dailynews.com
@KellyGoff_ DN on Twitter

The grandparents of an
8-year-old Palmdale boy who
died after being tortured, al-
legedly by his mother and her
boyfriend, have taken the be-
ginning steps toward a lawsuit
against Los Angeles County,
the Department of Children
and Family Services, Palm-
dale Unified School District
and others.

In decuments served to po-
tential defendants this week,
the grandparents allege county
investigators illegally removed
(zabriel Fernandez from their
care just months before he
died and returned him to his
mother, 29-year-old Pearl Sin-
thia Fernandez, over their ob-
Jections and multiple allega-
tions of abuse.

Gabriel lived with his moth-
er's parents from the age of one
month until October 2012, when
his mother decided she wanted
custody and asked DCFS for
help.

“Despite the ohjections of
Robert Fernandez and Sandra
Fernandez, and the warnings
that Pearl Fernandez had pre-
viously abused her other chil-
dren, the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department removed
Gabriel Fernandez from his

grandparents’ home and placed
him with his mother, Pearl Fer-
nandez, and her hoyfriend, Is-
auro Aguirre,” the 16-page doc-
ument states.

Gahriel was found unre-
sponsive May 22 and died at
a loeal hospital two days later,
The little boy had BB pellets in
his lung and groin, a fractured
skull, cigarette burns on his
body, and two teeth had been
knocked out, allegedly by Agu-
irre, while his mother did noth-
ing to stop it.

But investigations into Ga-
briel’s death have shown that
there were allegations of abuse
by Pearl Fernandez long hefore
the little hoy died, and four
DCFS employees are losing
their jobs as a result of a probe
into the handling of the case,

County documents re-
leased in June indicate there
were more than 60 complaints
lodged with DCFS about Pear]

‘Fernandez and eight separate

investigations started on the
family, including one underway
when Gabriel died. His two sis-
ters are now in foster care.

In the lawsuit, Gabriel’s
grandparents allege that one
investigator with the Depart-
ment of Public Social Services
who had been called out to lock
into charges of welfare frand hy
Pearl failed to document inja-
ries to the little boy.

“Rather than reporting the
suspected abuse, (the investi-
gator) telephoned Gabrie! Fer-
nandez’s mother, Pear! Fer-
nandez, the following day and
asked her out on a date,” ac-
cording to the suit.

The lawsuit also names
Palmdale Unified School Dis-
trict, claiming the officials and
teachers at Summerwind Ele-
mentary School should not have
released Gabrigl to his moth-
er's care after teachers became
aware of repeated abuse, which
had been reported,

John Noland, attorney for
Robert and Sandra Fernandez, |
was not immediately available -
for comment.

Gabriel’s mother and Agu-
irre are being held without
bail, awaiting arraignment on
charges of capital murder with
a special allegation of torture,
according to the Los Angeles
District Attorpey’s Office. Both
arraignments have been post-
poned three times. They are
next due in court Oct, 7.

Detectives who interviewed |
the couple after Gabriel went
into the hospital say Agnirre
admitted to hurting the boy
and Pear] Fernandez admit-
ted to being in the room when
it happened and doing nothing
to stop it.

If convicted, each could face
the death penalty.
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Survivors wait as
researchers excavate
the grounds on the
site of an mstitute

~for troubled boys.

By Brwraminy MYELLER

The men remember a
manicured campus stained
by the blood of teenage boys,
They rerember the explo-
sionoftheleather strap — 340
lashes, B0 laghes, more than
134 — and the bloody class-
room chairg they serubbed
dovwn later.

Forniorethan a century,
the Arthur . Dozier School
for Bovs in the Florids Pan-
bandle fown of Marianna
took in damaged children
amd turned out shattered
THEn.

The stete closed the
achool in 201 after the 1.8,
Justice Department docu-
ented some of the abuse,
Bul the sprawling campus
may still be hiding horrors,

{On Saturday, vesearch-
ars began excavating the
grounds in search of graves,
Becords show that 56 hoys
died at the achool between
Wi and 1973, Among them
were 20 wha disd from inthi-
enza and pheumonis and
sightwho burned todeathin
alocked dormifory.

Just howmanyhodisgare
puried there is unclear. 4
team ofresearchersfromthe
University of South Flerida
used  ground-penetrating
radar last vear to detect 50
bodies, But that was 19 more
than officially accounted for.
The excavations, which con-
tinue unti Tuesday, proniise
0 rewrite palchy records

and have drawn stfention
from acrossthe state,
Among those walting to
see whal the work reveals
are three people with special
tieg to the school: Jerry
Cooper, who watched a
classmate die; Erin Kimmer.
Ia, whoconduets research on
snciety’s most vulnerable;
and Ovell Krell, who wants

" Fiorida, after dll these years,

to let her bury her brother.

A young witness

At 2 am. one night in
1860, a 1b-year-old quarter-
pack for the Dozier School
for Boys footbail team was
sleeping in Roogevelt Cot-
tage when two men woke
him up, They wanted infor-
mation about a boy who
had fled the school, & “run-
ner.”

Soon, Jerry Cooper was
being dragged inx hig night-
gown to the White House, a
small conerete chamber
where hoys were beaten, A
leather strap sliced through
the dank air and slashed hus
back, Later, Cooper would
remove pieces of nightgownm
from his torn, purpie skin, A
boy in another room count-

‘2( 135 laghes.

“Thay thought this would
heal some troubled boys,”
said Cooper, now 88, “But it
turned alotofmeninto mon-
asters.” He still battles anger
problems that led to an ar-
rest record nearly 40 as-
saults long. )

In August, Cooper drove
500 miles from his home in
Coral Gablesto Tallahassee,
where he watched Gov. Rick
Beott and the state Cabinet
vole unanimeously 1o allow
researchers to dig on school

~grounds.

The work may turn up a
friend, Edgar Elton, who

Ons revive

stopped breathing feet away
from Cooper during a foot-
ball practice. Elton had
asthma and told Cooper
that instructors forced him
to practice even though a
doctor's note prohibited im

from playing.

Cooper, who is white,
says he knows only half of
what happened at the
school. White and black stu-
dents were segreégated until
1968, heirsto s history of dis-
erimination in Marianne
that scme trace o0 a Civil
War victory there by biack
Union soidiers.

4 black student and
friend of Cooper, Johnnie
Walthour, recalled heing
asked to dig a grave for a
friend who was beafen to
desth. They made Walthour
pull plows “just ke o mule,”
hesaid.

Thatidnd of alvuise wasn't
uncommon i parts  of
northern Florida well info
tiie 19008, Cooper said. In
1834, residents of Marianma
famously lynched a black
farmband, Claude Neal, who
was puspected of dlling a
white woman. ‘

Cooper hones the exhu-
mation offers victims' fami-
lies clogure. But he's jfust as
eager to unearth a period of
raclal viclence he says too
many have ignored,

“It’s gonna get nasty.”

A etvil rights story

Brin Eimmerle reads hig-
tory in buried bones. A fo-
rensic anthropologist at the
University of South Florida,
she’s studied the aftermath
of atrocities in Nigeria and
Kosovo,

RNowtheleader of the vni-
versity’s excavation team,
Wimmerle is digging for
more than forensic evi-

%

A GRAVE Is exhumed at the site of the school, whers

HOUNTAIN Tamp

records show 86 boys died between 1814 and 1873,

dence; she also wants people
to remember how Florida
once discarded s boys.

“Cemeteries are a reflac-
tion of who we are as a soci-
ety,” she said. And criming!
justice in Florida, she said,
was conducted as a for-prof-
it operation.

Until 1923, Florida prac-
ticed the conviet iease sys-
iem, an arrangement with
origins in the Reeconstrue-
fion-ers South that pro-
vided largely black prisoner
iahor to private bosses for a
fee, “It's been deseribed ag
modern-day slavery,” Kim-
merle said,

The school sold 20,000
bricksa day, all produced by
students. In 1821, one super-
intendent had students cut
timber on his private land,

thern sold the timber to the .

school for over $9,000.
Kimmerle said it's easy to
forget an era when the state
could handle criminals for
profit and hide its bodies.
“To be buried in unmarked

graves and lost to time and
place doesn't register to
maost ofus.”

And yet it happened, one
chapter in & longer-running
drama, “This isa story of elv-
i rights,” she said,

A sister’s grief

Ovell Krell was 12 years
cldwhen her older brother’s
hody was buried somewhere
at the reform school in 1841,
Officials said Owen Smith
had escaped Dozier and
died while hiding under a
house In Marianna, That
story never sat right with his
sister.

“I knew it then, I know it
now,” ¥rell said, “I dop't
think a 4-year-cld boy is go-
ing to crawl under a house
and lay there to die.”

Owen left home one day
in 1840, maybe heading to
Nashville to play his guitar,
but Krell is only guessing.
Hisparents got word that he
had been arrested in Ta-

vares, Tls., charged with -

stealingacareventhough e
didmt knowhowto drive. He
was hauled o Dozier after a
hearing towhich his parents
were never invited.

Qwen wrote to his par-
ents, once saying he'd been
hauled hack fo campus after
tryingto escape: “1 got what

was coming tome.”
Then Owen stopped
writing. ¥rantic letters

from his mother, Frances
S8mith, went unanswered.
When the - superintendent
replied that Owen was miss-
ing, Smiththreatenediopay
avisi. :

She never saw her son, A
day before she arrived, the
family was told Owen had
been found under a house,
hisbody decomposed. Anin-
vitation to retrieve his body
was rescinded when police
said he'd accidentally been
huried already. Krell knew
this wasn't how it was sup-
posed to worlz,

Smith stopped cooking
and cleaning, and practi-
cally cuiit raising her chil-
dren. “She never wasg my
mom hardly at timesg,” Krell
said, Krell's own grief hard-
ened quickly, and she fook
up the task of raising her
younger siblings,

Now 84, Krell is soberand
reserved, gratefiil for the ex-
cavation work but doubtful
her brotherwill ever beiden-
tified. She's a former police
officer atid a realist,

And ther abruptly. in a
telephone interview, the cop
persona gave way tothat ofs
desperate gister hoping for
news. EKrell echoed her
mornrs doubts that Owen
was really dead: “We never
knew — we don't know till
hnow, evern.”

nation@latimes.com
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“Whenl
turned 14, that
was when I hit
the track.”

The track,
a4 Jepsicn
Midkiff cails
it, was Sunset
Boulevardin -
Holtywood,
where she frolled for johns
and turned every cent ofher
enrnings over to the pimp
who owned her.

Hyoutriedtoskima
doilar here orthere, Mididff
said, or i vou got arrested
and ratted out your pimp,
you or somenne inyour
family wag likely to be beat-
en or toriured,

“When g pimp sayshe's
going to torture you, what
Pveseenisgirisindog
cages, girls being water-
boarded, stripped down
naked and putinthe rain
and eold cutside and having
to stand there all night, and
ifvoumove, you'll get beat-
en. T've seen giris get hit by
cars and gtunned with stun
guns,... Pve seen girls
purned and strangied.”

Midkiff Hved this life for
fartoclong but managed {o”
make a break at 21 Today, at
28, she's working Lo help
steer other givls cut of the
trade.

Bextrafficking is blg
husiness in Los Angeles
County, and underage girls
Iy the hundrads are lured or
foreed into service, From
208 vo 2012, according to the’
eounty Probation Depart-
ment, 555 iuveniles were’
arrested for prostitution-
related offenses, Authorities
beifeve far, far moreare
never caught.

In aneffort to protect
underage girls, county
Supervisors Mark Ridley-
Thomas and Don Knabe
will introduce a motion
calling for a crackdowmn on
johns, making soticitation of
aminora felony ratherthan
amisdemeancr, raising the
firie from $1,000 t0 310,000,
selzing property ifneces-
sary topavthe fine and
maldng the names of the
johns publie:

“Thisis simply intoler-
able, and we need to stop
calling these girls prosti-

AN KHAN Los Angeles Times

SUPERVISORS Don Knabe, left, and Mark Ridley-
Thomas are working to protect underage girls.

T always made a
judgment about
them; 1 thought it
was their choice. |
didn’t realize the
exploitation and
coercion
involved.’

— MicHELLE GUYMON,
who rung a sex trafficking unit
for the Los Angeles County
Probation Departiment

futes and caliit what itis:
statutoryrape,” Ridley-
Themas toldme Friday. The
average age of juveniies
entering “this horrible life”
is12, hesald.

“That’s the repugnant,
vile truth,” the supervisor
wrote in a prepared state-
meni, adding that “children
are being foreed to have sex
with 1 or 12 men a day, every
day of the week. Girlsare
being beaten, drugged,
starved and even branded ...
while ail too often the child
predators walls away scot-
free.”

Michelle Guymon, who
runs & sex trafficking unit
for the Probation Depart-
ment, fold me she undeyr-
went a4 dramatic change in
perspective on the girls
caught up inthis life after
getting to know them,

“Ialways made ajudg-

ment about thera; I thought
it was their choige,” she said.
“I didn't renlize the exploita-
tion and coerclon involved.”

It was easier to view the
17- and 18-year-old givis a8
regponsibie fortheir own
actions, she said, But she
discovered they had been
invoivedinthe trade for
years, having started as
runaways from abuse, bro-
ken families and foster
homes.

“When I came across my
first - and yvear-olds, T
thought, "There's no way
{his was achoice.” You don't
wake up one day and say
thisiswhat youwant todo
with yourlife.”

Catherine Pratt, a com-
missioner in Compton
Juvenile Court, said the vast
maiority of girls whe come
intoher courtroom. on pros-
titution-reiated offenses are
African American and from
the county’s poorest com-
mnunities. She started s
program two years ago o
direct givis into housing and
provide counseling and
mentoring in hopes of help-
ing themn break free of the
husiness,

Pratt has seen some
suecesses, but the challenge
is grent,

“Twould say the majority
of the girls are with pimaps,
and those pimps are affiiat-
ed with gangs,” said Pratt,
whe said it's herunder-
standing that the gangs
make s much money from
selling young givls as they do
from selling drugs.

BB CEAMBERLIFN L.A. Times

Many of the giris helieve
that giving police any in-

- formation about their

pimps could get them killed,
said Pratt, and thalt has“s
chilling effect” on their
willingness to cooperate.
Prattrecalled a caselast
vearinwhich agirlwas
badly injured, perhaps for
talking,

“She was run over, she
thinks by her pimp, and had
herwhote leg shattered,”
said Pratt. “SBhehasrodsin
herleg snd is st healing,
andmany of her teeth were
rnocked out. Mo one was
prosecuied fori.”

© Jessica Midkiffis nowin
college whileworkingasa
consyltant for county pro-
hation, where she shares her
storywith girlswho livein
the hall she once lived in.
YWhen she'd finaliy had
enough, after more thana
domen arrests for prostitu-
tion-related offenses, she
got help from the Mary
Magdalene Project, a Van
Muys nonprofit that helpsg
exploited women start new
Hves,

There was a 1ot for Mid-
it to work through, and
some of thework remains.
Hhe said she was aban-
doned by her father, then
abused by her stepiather
and by neighborhood men
in Bouth Los Angeles before
walking thie streetg at 4,

“The cultureis, “You
dom't tell,) ” she sald. “What
happens in this house stays
in this heuse oryou might
got killed.”

She had abrealk with her
mother, hung out with “the
wrong crowd,” then fellin
with g string of plinps who
either showered herwith
compliments or paraiyzed
herwith fear — or both,
Fach one “branded” het, she
said, showing me the tat-
teos onhernecikand armu

“It's moderti-day slavery
is allitis,” she sald. “Ifyou
wantto use the restroom,
you have to ask. If youwant
toeat, you ask, and fyon
don't get permission, you
just dont doit. It's more
{han physical domination.
I’s emotional and mental,
and that’s the domination
thai tends to linger.”

steve lopen@latimes.com
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INKED INCENTIVE
Sheriff’s Department
is removing inmates’
tattoos free of charge

as a reward for
- good behavior

By Christina Villacorte
christina.villpcorte@
dailynews.com
@LADNvillacorte on Twitter

The ink that Lamonte Martin once

hrandished as a gang banger now

marks him for death.

“These are the tattoos that guys
look for when I'm out in the commu-
nity,” said the 41-year-old inmate at the
Twin Towers Correctional Facility in
downtown Los Angejes.

“1f (tmembers of a rival gang) see it,
they won't even ask any questions,” he
added, rolling up his sleeves to reveal
the symbols emblazoned on his brawny
arms. “They’ll probably just shoot me.”

Martin, however, impressed his jail-
ers at the Los Angeles County Sher-
ifPs Department by attending months
of educational, vocational and life skilis
classes, as well as substance abuse
treatment and counseling while serv-
ing hislatest sentence for selling drugs.

Ag a reward, the department is pro-
viding hiny with freé lagér treatmeiits
to zap away the most offensive of his
tattoos.

The service -~which would cost sev-
eral thousand dotlars on the outside —
is offered only to participants of the
LASD's Education-Based Incarcera-
tion program, which allows inmates to
obtain diplomas, GEDs, vocational cer-
tificates for various trades and even col-
lege degrees while behind bars.

More than 500 inmates have under-
gone the procedure over the last year
and ahalf.

“On the surface, we're removing
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"Removing these
tattoos greatly .
improves their ability
to get jobsand also
improves their self-
esteem.” -

— Sergeant Ray Horley

Related story: Inmates whao partici-
pate in academic, vocational courses
in prison are more likely to get jobs
and avoid going back £o prison than
those who don't. NEws A16

inmate Jessica
Henry has a
tattoo removed
at the Central
Jaitin Los
Angeles, The
Sheriff's
Department is
giving inmates a
chance to erase
thelr tattoos,
including gang
insignias, free of
charge at Twin
Towers Jail in
downtown LA,

DAVID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHE

Nurse Christine warner removes a tettoo from inmate Ryan Nickholson as other inmates waitthe
turn at the Central Jail in L.A. The procedure Is extremaly painful but makes iteasier for releaser.
inmates to start over, :







